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Smith College 201 Wright Hall, Northampton, MA 01063

DEGREES
Ph.D., Political Science, University of Iowa 2020

Dissertation: Institutional Design and Policy Responsiveness in US States

MA, Political Science, University of Iowa 2017
BA, Political Science and Spanish, Missouri State University 2015

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Assistant Professor, Smith College 2020-present
Department of Government and Department of Statistical and Data Sciences
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Iowa 2015-2020

Department of Political Science

AWARDS AND HONORS

e 2022- Goldsmith Book Award, Shorenstein Center and Harvard Kennedy School of Government
e 2021- Christopher Z. Mooney Best Dissertation Prize in State Politics and Policy Section of APSA

e 2021- William Anderson Award for Best Doctoral Dissertation in the Field of Federalism or Inter-
governmental Relations and State and Local Politics

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTEREST

e Substantive: American Politics, State Politics, Public Policy, Direct Democracy, Institutions,
Policy Innovation and Diffusion, Broadband Policy, Technology Policy

e Methodological: Network Analysis, Multi-level Modeling, Duration Analysis, Factor Analysis,
Time Series Cross-Sectional Data

BOOK MANUSCRIPT

1. Mossberger, K & Tolbert, C & LaCombe, S. (2021) Choosing the Future: Technology and Op-
portunity in Communities, Oxford University Press.

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

1. LaCombe, S. (Forthcoming) Institutional Design and the Stability of Responsiveness in the
American States Social Science Quarterly

2. Pacheco, LaCombe, S. (Forthcoming) Too Much Democracy? Exploring the Link Between Ma-
joritarian Institutions and Disparities in the American States. State Politics and Policy Quarterly

3. LaCombe, S. J. (2023) Institutional Design and Policy Responsiveness in US States. American
Politics Research

4. Harden, J & Brockway, M & Boehmke, F & Desmarais, B & LaCombe, S. & Linder, F (2023)
A Diffusion Network Event History Estimator. The Journal of Politics



10.

11.

12.

. Pacheco, LaCombe, S. (2023) The Link between Democratic Institutions and Population Health

in the American States. The Journal of Health, Politics, Policy, and Law

. Tolbert, C & Mossberger, K & LaCombe, S. J. (2022). A New Measure of Digital Activity and

its Impact on Economic Opportunity. Telecommunications Policy

LaCombe, S. J. (2021). Measuring Institutional Design in US States Social Science Quarterly

. LaCombe, S. J. & Tolbert, C & Mossberger, K (2021) Information and Policy Innovation in US

States Political Research Quarterly

. LaCombe, S. J. & Boehmke, F.(2021) The Initiative Process and Policy Innovation in the

American States. State Politics and Policy Quarterly

Bricker, C & LaCombe, S. J. (2020). The Ties that Bind Us: The Influence of Perceived State
Similarity on Policy Diffusion, Political Research Quarterly

Boehmke, F. J., Brockway, M., Desmarais, B. A., Harden, J. J.,.LaCombe, S. J., Linder, F.,
Wallach, H (2020). A New Database for Inferring Public Policy Innovativeness and Diffusion
Networks, Policy Studies Journal

LaCombe, S. J. & Juelich, C (2019). Salient Ballot Measures and Millennial Turnout, Politics
and Governance

BOOK CHAPTER AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS

1.

LaCombe, S.. (2024) Policy Diffusion and Innovation, in Politics in the American States- 12th
Edition Sage College Publishing

. Mossberger, K., Tolbert, C., LaCombe, S. (2021). Measuring Digital Entrepreneurship at

the Grassroots: What Role Will It Play in Community Resilience?. Big Data Directions in En-
trepreneurship Research: Researcher Viewpoints, 21-25.

. Mossberger, K., Tolbert, C., LaCombe, S. 2020. Broadband Needs and Opportunities: States

Can work with Communities to Address Rural, Low-Income Needs. The Iowa Policy Project.

LaCombe, S. & Boehmke, F (2020). Chapter 20: Evaluating Approaches for Modeling Learn-
ing within Diffusion Episodes, in Sage Handbook of Research Methods in Political Science and
International Relations

PAPERS UNDER REVIEW

1.

Juelich, C & LaCombe, S & Coll, J. Values and the Conditional Effect of Ballot Measure on
Youth Voter Turnout, to Political Behavior. [Under Review]

. Juelich, C & LaCombe, S.Tapping the Untapped Potential? A Research Note on Salient Ballot

Initiatives and Youth Turnout in the 2022 Midterm Election. [Under Review]

. LaCombe, S.; Grace Rade; Jaden Gerard; Molly Zelloe; Avery Spicka; Margot Audero; Bridget

Provost. A New Database of LGBTQ Policies In the American States. [Under Review]

. LaCombe, S & Caroline, T & Harper, S. A Network Comparison of the Diffusion of State

Electoral Laws [Under Review]

. LaCombe, S., Boehmke, F, Brockway, M, Desmarais, B; Harden, J, Linder, F, & Wallach, H..

Seeing the (Diffusion) Forest for the Trees: Network Dependence in the Diffusion of Public Policies.
[Under Review]

CONFERENCE PAPERS UNDER PREPARATION FOR REVIEW




. LaCombe,S & Matthew Levin & Nicholas Horton & Joseph Holler. Teaching Reproducibility

and Replication in the Classroom: Principles and Examples.

. LaCombe, S. & Tracee Saunders. What makes a leader? A Role Analysis of Latent Diffusion

Networks.

. LaCombe, S.. The Diffusion of LGBTQ Policies in the American States. [Presented at the

American Political Science Association Conference, 2024].

LaCombe, S. & Avery Spicka & Margot Audero. Model Legislation and Textborrowing for
LGBTQ Policy Networks.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

American Political Science Association Conference, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2024
AALAC Workshop on Reproducibility and Replicability in the Liberal Arts, 2024
Penn State’s Center for American Policy Responsiveness Conference, 2023

Southern Political Science Association Conference, 2024

State Politics and Policy Conference, 2017, 2019, 2020*, 2021 (Speaker Series), 2022, 2023
Society for Political Methodology Annual Meeting, 2018, 2019

Political Networks Conference 2019

Minnesota Political Methodology Graduate Student Conference, 2019

Midwest Political Science Association Conference, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020*, 2023, 2024
Joint Statistical Meeting. American Statistical Association (2021) (Attendee)
Anxieties of Democracy Conference 2017, 2018

*Indicates paper was accepted but conference cancelled due to COVID

PUBLIC OUTREACH/ARTICLES

“Do the Results of the ballot questions show Massachusetts’ conservative side.” Worcester Tele-
gram. 2022

“UI Professor Wins Harvard Book Award for Studying Internet Access Disparities” The Daily
Towan. 4 May 2022

“Measuring Digital Entrepreneurship at the Grassroots: What Role Will it Play in Community
Resilience.” Provided for: Big Data Directions in Entrepreneurship: Researcher Viewpoints. The
Kauffman Foundation

“Venture Forward.” GoDaddy https://www.godaddy.com/ventureforward/

“Tiny Digital Businesses Play Key Role in Local Economies, Study Says.” New York Times. 7
April 2020

“The Ballot Initiative Returns to its Progressive, Populist Roots.” Bloomberg City Lab. 26,
November 2018

GRANTS

2024. Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Grant, Smith College
2023-present: State Politics Lab. Humanities and Social Sciences Lab Program, Smith College



e 2022- The Susan Badian Lindenauer '61 Endowed Fund. Smith College

e 2021- 2024 - Committee on Faculty Compensation and Development Summer Research Grant,
Smith College

e 2020 - Ballard and Seashore Dissertation Fellowship, University of lowa

e 2019 -Post Comprehensive Exam Fellowship, University of lowa

e 2019 - Research Grant, University of lowa

e 2019 - Travel Grant, University of lowa

e 2018 - Democracy Fellow, Social Science Research Council, University of Bamberg

e 2016-19 - Humane Studies Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies

CONSULTATIONS AND OTHER WORK

1. 2024 Topic Expert and Consultant, Department of Justice

2. 2018-2022 Statistical Consultant, Project Haystack, GoDaddy.com
Collaboration with Professor Caroline Tolbert (University of Iowa) and Professor Karen Moss-
berger (Arizona State University), and GoDaddy.com to evaluate the role of the density of domain
name websites (at the county and zip code level) on local prosperity and opportunity using a
dataset of 26 million GoDaddy customers in the US

3. 20162020 Research Assistant, Political Science, University of lowa
Collaborative Research Grant, U.S. National Science Foundation (SES-1637082). “DAPPR: Diffu-
sion Analytics for Public Policy Research.” $808,128 total; (2016-2019, with Frederick J. Boehmke,
Bruce A. Desmarais, William W. Franko, Robert J. McGrath, Yu-Ru Lin, and Jason H.Windett)

4. 2018-May 2020 Statistical Consultant, Iowa Social Science Research Center, University of lowa

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

e Smith College- Courses

— Introduction to American Politics- approximately 35 students (Spring 2021, Spring 2022, Fall
2022)

— Multiple Regression- 45 students (Spring 2022, Fall 2023)
— Research Design and Analysis- 40 students (Spring 2023)
— Introduction to Public Policy- 65 students (Fall 2021, 2023)
— Seminar in Political Networks- 15 students (Fall 2021, Spring 2023, Fall 2024)
— Seminar in the Public Policy and Politics of US States- 12 students (Spring 2021, Fall 2022)
— Introduction to Probability and Statistics- 50 students (Fall 2020)
e Methods Workshops- University of lowa

— Introduction to Stata, Data Visualization in Stata, Introduction to Network Analysis, Intro-
duction to R, Advanced Network Analysis, Multi-level Modeling, Data Visualization in R,
Introduction to Probability Theory

ADVISING

e Undergraduate Advising

— Academic Advisor for roughly 35 majors per year



— Liberal Arts advisor for 8 incoming first year students
— Research advisor, 8 undergraduates in State Politics Lab per year

Senior Thesis Advising

Charlotte Cox.“Early voting is not good for us.” The Effect of Republican Perceptions of
Voter Elasticity on State Voting Laws. 2021-2022

Madeline Pfaff. “Examining the Impact of Voter Guides on Political Knowledge” 2021-2022

Bridgett Provost. ”Democratic Backsliding and Anti-LGBT Policies in the American State.”
2023-2024

Tillie Sloser. ”A Novel Combination of Environmental and Deep Learning Techniques to
Enable the Creation of a High Resolution Spatiotemporal Dataset Containing Wildfire-Smoke-
Derived PM2.5” 2024-2025

GUEST LECTURES AND INVITED TALKS

Invited Talk ”Institutional Design and Policy Responsiveness in the American States” Amherst
College, Spring 2023

Invited Research Talk- State Politics and Policy Junior Scholar Speaker Series. April 2021

“Introduction to Policy Diffusion.” October 2020. Warren Wilson College, Undergraduate Public
Policy course.

“Introduction to Probability Theory” August 2019. University of lowa. Graduate level methods
seminar.

“Data Management and Tidy Data” December 2019. University of lowa, lowa City, lowa. Grad-
uate level methods seminar.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

1. American Political Science Association

NS ok W

State Politics and Policy Section of APSA
American Statistical Association

Midwest Political Science Association
Society for Political Methodology
Political Networks Section of APSA

Institute for Humane Studies

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

I A T

Manuscript Reviewer, American Political Science Review
Manuscript Reviewer, International Political Science Review
Manuscript Reviewer, American Journal of Political Science
Manuscript Reviewer, Political Research Quarterly
Manuscript Reviewer, Journal of Public Policy

Manuscript Reviewer, Legislative Studies Quarterly

Manuscript Reviewer, State Politics and Policy Quarterly



8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14

Manuscript Reviewer, Publius: The Journal of Federalism
Manuscript Reviewer, The Journal of Risk and Insurance
Manuscript Reviewer, State and Local Government Review
Discussant, American Political Science Association Conference
Discussant, Midwest Political Science Association Conference

Committee Member- Best Dissertation Committee for the State Politics and Policy Section of
APSA 2022

APSA Annual Meeting Division Chair- State Politics and Policy Section of APSA. 2025

DEPARTMENTAL AND COLLEGE SERVICE

1.

© 0 N e W

10.
11.
12.

Invited Panel ”LGBTQ+ Policies and the 2024 US Election”, Fall 2024

Committee Member, Sherrerd Center for Teaching and Learning Advisory Committee, Smith
College. 2022-present.

Program committee member, Program in Public Policy, Smith College Fall 2022-present
Study Abroad Advisor for Statistical and Data Sciences, Smith College- Fall 2022-present
Faculty Advisory Search Committee, Dean of the First Year Students, Smith College Fall 2023
Search committee member, Assistant Professor of Statistical and Data Sciences, Fall 2021
Co-lead Organize, Five College Datafest, Spring 2023

Facilitator, Smith Reads Program, Smith College

Search committee member, Visiting Assistant Professor of Statistical and Data Sciences, Spring
2021

Member, Curricular Sub-committee, Statistical and Data Sciences
Chair, Committee on Diversity Equity, and Inclusion, Statistical and Data Sciences

Public Lecture- ”Election and Insurrection: the Significance of January 6th”



REFERENCES

Frederick J Boehmke
Professor of Political Science
University of Iowa

341 Schaeffer Hall

Towa City, lowa 52242

(319) 335-2342

frederick-boehmke@Quiowa.edu

Karen Mossberger

Professor Emerita, School of Public Affairs
Arizona State University

411 North Central Ave., Suite 450
Phoenix, AZ 85004

(602) 496-1102

karen.mossberger@asu.edu

Caroline Tolbert

Professor of Political Science
University of lowa

341 Schaeffer Hall

Towa City, lowa 52242

(319) 335-2471

caroline-tolbert@Quiowa.edu



